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National Check-off Agency

National Check-off
How much is it?  The $1 per head National check-off 
is collected on the sale of all cattle. During the last ten 
years, $2.25 million has been collected and remitted to the 
national agency for marketing and research from BC cattle 
producers. 

Why Non-refundable? Non-refundable check-off allows all 
Provinces to rely on the annual check-off to support projects 
that benefit the beef industry. An estimated $6.5 - $7.5 million 
per year is collected. 
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About the Funds
Cattle producers in British Columbia have supported the 
levy (check-off) on cattle for many years. The current 
$3 per head CIDC levy paid at the time cattle are sold 
or slaughtered in BC is working for the good of the beef 
industry. 
	 $1 per head is designated for the National Check-
off; these funds are directed to promotion and research. 
The other $2 per head becomes the CIDC fund which is 
used to promote the cattle industry in BC and to support 
research or education programs.
	 Triggering a match from the Beef Cattle Industry 
Development Trust Fund earnings provides the opportunity 
to double these producer dollars. The $9.3 million trust 
fund, established by the BC government in 1995, allows 
industry dollars to trigger matching funds from the Trust 
earnings.  During the first 16 years of the Fund being in 
operation, $10 million has been triggered contributing to 
projects for a total value of over $34 million.
	 The $10 per head Horn Levy is collected  when 
producers sell cattle with horns in BC. These funds are 
reinvested in the industry through projects initiated by 
cattle associations.

 www.cattlefund.net

BC cattle producers have always supported the non-
refundable national check-off. 
	 $1 of the CIDC check-off is sent to the 
National Agency for use in promotion and research. 
BC Beef producer organizations have agreed to 
continue the non-refundable national check-off for 
another five years.
	 During this last year, the process to merge 
operations of the National Check-off Agency, Beef 
Information Centre and Canada Beef Export Federation 
has been accomplished - the new organization 
is called Canada Beef Inc. The Canadian cattle 
industry is looking forward to improved efficiencies in 
all marketing areas with the amalgamation of these 
groups. 
	 All marketing efforts will now be under 
the direction of Canada Beef Inc. Grant Huffman 
-- CIDC Council Member, BC Cattlemen’s Director, 
and rancher from Riske Creek -- was acclaimed 
to represent BC on the Canada Beef Inc. Board of 
Directors. 
	 At the first meeting, Brad Wildeman, from 
Saskatchewan, was elected Chairman and Robert 
Meijer, former Director of Corporate Affairs for Cargill 
Limited, has been appointed President of Canada 
Beef Inc. He said, “I am very energized by this 
tremendous opportunity and dedicate myself to 
doing what is best for our producers and industry 
partners.”  Wildeman said of Meijer, “Rob’s extensive 
background in the beef industry ranges from domestic 
and international marketing to trade and regulatory 
issues. This, coupled with his dynamic approach to 
taking the interests of Canada Beef forward on the 
domestic and world stages, will serve the Canadian 
cattle and beef industry well.”

Visit www.canadabeef.org for updates.

Cattle producers are known for assisting 
their industry through volunteering their time.  
Members of the Cattle Industry Development 
Council and the Horn Levy Committee are vol-
unteers elected by their industry organization. 
Thanks to these volunteers for their service 
participating on Council and the Horn Levy 
Committee:

Cattle Industry Development Council
BC Association of Cattle Feeders: 

Bill Freding (Oliver)
BC Breeders and Feeders Association:

Connie Patterson (Dawson Creek)
BC Cattlemen’s Association:

Linda Allison, Chair (Princeton) 
Bill Bentley (Progress) 
Grant Huffman (Riske Creek)
Harold Starr (Miocene)

BC Milk Producers Association:
Clarence De Boer (Delta)
David Janssens Vice-Chair (Surrey)

Horn Levy Fund Committee
BC Association of Cattle Feeders: 

August Bremer, Chair (Enderby)
BC Breeders and Feeders Association:

Marvin Tonn (Kelowna)
BC Cattlemen's Association: 

Bill Bentley, Vice Chair (Progress)
Bob Storey (Smithers)

Dehorn Your Calves
for safety & profit

Horn Levy is $10/head
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BCIDF To Become A 65 Year Trust
Since its creation in 1995, the Beef Cattle industry Development 
Fund has been a dependable source of funds to support 
projects that benefit the beef industry. Last year, the cattle 
industry was able to trigger $171,976 from the Trust Fund to 
support association projects.
	 Council has been working with the Ministry of 
Agriculture to transition the Trust Fund over to a long-term 
trust. Previously the Trust was invested in a 20-year term; 
the new long-term Trust will be invested for the longest term 
possible by law (65 years). This process is getting closer to 
completion. We anticipate the signing of long-term Trust docu-
ments to take place this summer. 
	 The beef industry has been able to trigger over $10 
million from the trust since it began in 1995. This long term 
extension will enabled continued access the earnings for 
projects to benefit the cattle industry in BC. Council will be 
reviewing investment strategies and also looking into estab-
lishing a Foundation for the long-term access to these earn-
ings. Applying for registered charity status will also allow us 
to potentially generate additional income through donations. 
Council expects to announce the re-opeing of the BCID Fund 
for applications in the near future.

The cattle association presidents meet once 
a year with the CIDC Chair to discuss current 
issues and to suggest priority funding needs for 
the coming year. The Presidents agree that the 
annual meetings are an important tool for them 
to be aware of concerns and actions on-going in 
the industry.

All the associations acknowledge that their 
accomplishments are the result of efforts of their 
volunteers -- the many hours contributed by 
association directors and committee participants 
are the driving for force of the associations.  

Thank you to our many volunteers.

Beef Presidents Meeting
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